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Abstract

* The subject matter of this study is the qualitative and
quantitative analysis of the issues of the stage of
adolescence raised in the national morning newspapers:
Al-Ahram, Al-Akhbar and Al-Gomhoriya; and the evening
newspapers: Al-Massa, issued during the years 1986, 1987
and 1988 (the time specimen of the study). This is aimed
at showing how adolescents have been represented in the
Egyptian press, through defining the most important
subject, issues and problems related to them and thus
defining the image of the adolescent in the Egyptian

national press.

* Besides, the study deals with a specimen of children
who constitute the material of these subjects and its
target masses. It also deals with the impact of the daily
exposition of those children to these daily newspapers
and the role they play in providing them with different
information and cultural values. The study discusses
the possibilities of |utilizing daily newspapers in
promoting the culture of the child and the adolescent

since the early stages of his school education.

* The study uses the method of "Content analysis"™ within
the framework of the "specimen survey" method to collect

data related to the analytical study of the content of



the national newspapers. As regards the method of
collecting data related to the applied study of the
adolescent specimen, the questionnaire method has been

utilized through meetings as being the most common method

for data collection in social sciences.
* The study has been divided into six chapters:

- The first chapter is composed of an introduction which
deals with the importance of the study, its problems,

and the former studies in foreign and Arabic languages.

- The second chapter deals with the methodology of the
study through defining the type and method of the study,
the method of data collection, the questions raised
by the study and the choice of specimen: whether these
related to the national newspapers or the adolescents.
It also deals with the definition of analysis units
and categories, and the preparation of content analysis

forms, questionnaire papers and reliability and validity

tests.

- The third chapter deals with the relationship betweenm
the adolescent and the various mass media as well as

the concept of the image and its relations with these

media.

- The fourth chapter presents an analytical study of
the qualitative and quantitative analysis of the content

of the national newspapers of: AlAhram, Al-Akhbar,



Al-Gomhoriya and Al-Massa during the time specimen

of the study, namely the years 1986, 1987 and 1988.

- The fifth chapter presents an applied study of a group
of adolescents through which the extent of their
exposition to the national newspapers is defined.
Besides, the favourite press presentation, content
and material preferred by adolescents are identified.
The chapter also deals with the habits of reading
newspapers by adolescents and the extent of their support

of the idea of using newspapers as a means of education

in schools.

- The sixth chapter presents the final conclusions and
proposed recommendations of the study, which can be

summed up in the following:

* The national newspapers in the Arab Republic of Egypt
give considerable care to adolescents and to the stage
of adolescence. Reading national newspapers and especially
the subjects related to adolescents is very noticeable

among them.

*pl-Akhbar newspaper is the most popular among adolescents,

and is followed by Al-Ahram newspaper.

* The news items are the most prominent items which deal
with subjects related to adolescents and the stage of
dolesence, and are followed by articles, press reports

and letters to the editor. Meanwhile, adolescents prefer



the caricature which is the most favourite press from
to them, and is followed by short news items and photos

with commentaries.

The study indicates that most of the subjects related
to adolescents have been published in the national press
without reference to their sources or their reporters.
A considerable rate of the subjects have been reported
by the reporters and journalists. Meanwhile, adolescents

prefer prominent journalists, and are followed by editors

and newsmen.

The study indicates that the inner pages of the national
newspapers comprise the majority of the editing materials
of the analysed subjects which have been published on
small spaces less than a quarter of a page and accompained
by different printing features which have contributed
to giving prominence to the information material published
about the adolescent. The different methods of production
are the most important factors which attract the
adolescents to read the subjects published in the

newspapers.

The newspapers raised some issues related to the adolescent
and the stage of adolescence. The total number of these
issues during the study time specimen reached 1415,
‘foremost among which was the issue of education which

occupied the highest rate. It was followed by the subjects



of accidents, culture, information, arts, sports and
the Palestinian upsurage. In the meantime, the most
attractive subjects to adolescents in the national
newspapers were: the accidents, sports, addiction and
educations, in addition to other different subjects such
as the palestinian spsurge, the problems of Arab and

foreign childhood, violence and extremism.

The study shows that most of the subjects published in
the national newspapers have dealt only with the news
of the Egyptian adolescent and neglected or ignored the
news of the Arab and foreign adolescent. These subjects
have been concerned with the news of adolescents in the

late stage of adolescence more than in its early stage.

Field study has reached a very important fact, namely
that a considerable rate of adolescents do not like to
be called adolescents. In their view, adolescence is

a bad trait that usually refers to recklessness, rashness

and misconduct.

A high rate of adolescents have approved the idea of
preparing halls in schools for reading newspapers. In
their view, this idea would, however, promote the
educational process whether through publishing model
questions of some examinations or through the explanation

and elaborations of some subjects in various fields



contributing to the simplifications, facilitation and

answer of examination questions.

Finally, the study concludes that while the general
tendency of the Egyptian national newspapers is charac-
terized by neutrality towards the subjects related to
adolescents and the stage of adolescence, it demonstrates,
in the meantime and to some extent, a generally bad and
unacceptable image of the adolescent. Besides, it gives
the chance to present some positive and new aspects

demonstrated by adolescents.
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